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Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors  ~  The People of the United Methodist Church

August—September, 2010

A SPECIAL CELEBRATION:  

MUMC’S 175th ANNIVERSARY

Be sure to mark Sunday, September 26, 2010 on your calendar!

We will be celebrating our church’s 175th anniversary that day!  Yes, our church was formally organized in 1835 when a person was hired to build the church building. 

We are honored that Bishop Charlene Kammerer and District Superintendent, Tommy Herndon, have accepted our invitations to attend and share messages with us that day.  There will also be special music and a true spirit of gratitude and praise at both our 8:33 Praise Service and the 11AM Traditional Service. All of our former pastors have also been contacted and invited to attend.

Following our 11a.m. worship service, a carry-in lunch will be held at the new Cub Run Elementary School. (we felt our church fellowship hall is just too small to comfortably accommodate the crowd of folks we are expecting to attend).  Cub Run Elementary is located next to Montevideo Middle School, 2 miles west of our church on McGaheysville Road.  (turn left on Montevideo Circle to access the main entrance to the school).  We will have greeters waiting to make sure you find your way to the dining area.  Please bring food to share.  Our church will provide meat, drink, and tableware.  Following lunch, there will be plenty of time to fellowship, share memories, listen to special music and view the history of our church in displays and on video.

Please plan to attend this day of celebrating our church and those who helped make it the wonderful “body of Christ” that it is today!

If you have any historical items for display or need more information, please contact Judy Burkholder at 289-5971, or judyburkholder@yahoo.com.

Church Picnic

Our annual church picnic will be held on Sunday, August 29, 2010, at Grand Caverns Park in Grottoes, shelter #2.  We will eat supper at 5 p.m., but you are welcome to come earlier and enjoy hiking, tennis, miniature golf, or a tour of the caverns.  The swimming pool has been repaired and is open from noon til 6p.m. at a cost of $4.00 for adults and free to children 2 yrs. and under.  

Grilled hot dogs, and paper/plastic items will be provided.  Bring some food and drinks to share, and any sports equipment and join the fun!  Contact Judy Burkholder (289-5971) with any questions. See ya there!!  

New Office Hours 

Beginning August 1st, our church secretary’s office hours will be Monday through Thursday 9:00AM-12:00noon.   Please make a note of when you may reach us if you need to.  

P.S.> Sunday bulletin announcements will be needed in the church office before Wed mornings on a weekly basis.  

Newsletter Input?

Newsletter input is requested during the week following each church council meeting.  I look forward to hearing from each of you on the Sunday closest to the 15th of each “odd” month.  News for October-November will go out in mid-September.  Please plan early and contact the secretary and webmaster with your scheduled events & announcements!

Stewardship

“Stewardship is God’s way of building Christian character, not man’s way of raising funds”. 

It will soon be time to think about our stewardship promises to God for another year.  This doesn’t just mean giving of money.  When you join the church you make a pledge to give of your time, talents and tithes.  I think it also means giving time to God to just study His word, where He would have you be and doing and joining others in worshiping Him.  As we approach the end of the year, make your commitment to God, not the church for the coming year.

Smorgasbord

Believe it or not, it is time to think about the smorgasbord.  (For new members, this is a turkey, ham and oyster dinner served to the public at the McGaheysville Fire Co. activities building.  We serve over 1000 people).  It is Saturday, October 9th.  Mark your calendars for that weekend.  Details will follow in September, but it is time now to begin scheduling events for the fall.  This is a hard working, fun-loving time of fellowship and we need everyone in the church to make it successful!  See you there!!

Bazaar

Our annual bazaar will be held on Saturday, October 30th from 9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. at the church.  We need all kinds of items (baked goods, candies, home made crafts, canned goods, Christmas decorations, gently used items (no clothes), etc. for the individual rooms.  See Betsy Myers for details.  Once again we need everyone in the church to make this a success.

Administrative Dates and Notes

Our next PPR meeting will be on 9/13 @ 6pm 

Church Council meeting for September will be moved to Monday, September 13, 2010 at 7:00pm. (due to Labor Day weekend).

Please note the Pastor’s new cell phone number is 540-705-6766.

Church Calendar Online

You can now view our church event calendar online anytime at http://mcgaheysvilleumc.org/. Just click “calendar” on the left.  

to print our new online calendar on one page:

· use Internet Explorer "pull-down" menu

· click "file", "print preview"

· at far right,  click "shrink to fit" (try 85-95%)

· then click the print icon at far left top corner

Please contact the church office with any events that need to be added or changed.
Ministry Directors, Committee Chairpersons and other leaders are expected to periodically check our on-line calendar to ensure that all activities and meetings are properly scheduled. 
Missions

Our Clothes Closet had a very busy July with 34 families visiting us and selecting clothing for 125 children.  And recently, Jan Marsh gave an inspiring presentation on the needs and wonderful outreach of Camp Still Meadows. 

Our Mission team meets Monday August 9th. at 7:00 pm.  If you have ideas for next year, please attend to let us know your thoughts so they can be part of our discussion for next year’s agenda.  

In August, Grottos UMC will host a mission event to let people know the real facts about the need for Immigration reform.  If you did not attend the event we held in April, please plan to hear this one. I will keep you informed as to exact dates and times. Jesus calls us to be aware of the needs of others; I know that I thought I knew the issues until I heard it from those involved. For Christians, this can be compared to the story of the Good Samaritan. We can't just walk on by and not even bother to learn the despair so many of our neighbors are experiencing. If we honor our calling and are open to the Holy Spirit our attitude in this matter will be changed and challenged. “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”  Luke 8:8

Project Crossroads 

Our Project Crossroads Mission Team hits the road on Sunday, August 1st for Marion, VA. to depart from McGaheysville UMC at 2:15p.m. We will return on Friday evening, August 6th 

Each year, we come prepared to be blessed in many ways by being the hands and feet for God in southwest Virginia. We never know what our projects will be – painting, roofing, decking, yard cleanup, or wood splitting and stacking – we only know that God will bless whatever we do in His name!
Pet Ministry

Our Dog Ministry is becoming more popular with frequent requests for visits from our local assisted living and nursing care facilities.  Five of our church members and their dogs have become involved in this amazing ministry.  For more information, please contact Ruth Ann Armentrout at 434-1122, or ibeetrout@aol.com. 


Men’s News

Our regular monthly breakfast meetings resume Sunday August 1st at 7am.  Due to the Labor Day holiday our September Men's breakfast will be on the12th. Our Steak Dinner has been moved to a later date which is unknown at this time.  If you have questions, get in touch with Jim Worley.

Family Fish n Fun Day 

Bring the family and join us on Sunday, September 12th   from 2:00-5:00pm for our annual Family Fish and Fun Day at Clark and Debby Hopkins’ Pond on Bloomer Springs Rd. [33 to Resort Drive, right on Bloomer Springs, across from Massanutten golf course] 

Hot Dogs will be served at 3:00.  Bring lawn chairs and towels if your kids want to brave the yucky pond water (not recommended)!  Please Note – there is no rest room!  

UMWomen News

We held our candle burning service on June 20th.   A total of $208.00 was given in memory or honor of loved ones.  This goes for special mission projects throughout the world.

We will have a picnic on August 2nd at the picnic shelter at 6:00 p.m.  All ladies are invited to attend.  Jennifer Hensley will be our guest speaker.  Come and bring a friend.

UMW Sunday will be September 12th.  The ladies will lead both services.  If you would like to participate, please see Phyllis to let her know.

Our October meeting will be on October 4th.  We would like to get more ladies involved in our group.  If you have suggestions for programs, etc. please let us know so we can do some different things that will interest everyone.  We provide childcare for all meetings, so you may bring your children. 

We are still collecting Campbell soup labels for the Henry Fork Service Center.  You need to save the UPC square with a point amount on it, not the front panel.  If you have any questions please feel free to call Phyllis at 289-5045.


Youth News

EXCITING News from/for the Youth at McGaheysville UMC!  After many years (we’re not even sure how many), Randy and Margaret are retiring from Youth Leadership.  We have enjoyed our time with the Youth and would like to thank all of the parents who entrusted their children to us; and all of the Youth who have supported us over these past many years.  It has truly been an honor and a joy to serve and work with you ALL!  

Having said that – we are also VERY excited to announce that Sarah and Chris Grefe will be taking on this exciting leadership role!  What a GREAT time to be a Youth.  You all will LOVE Sarah and Chris; they are very special people with a wonderful passion to serve our Lord through this important ministry.  Sarah will be contacting all our current and prospective youth members to discuss and plan youth activities going forward.  Again, this is such an exciting time– with new leadership comes the ability to retain, to change, to refocus, to make this youth fellowship THE youth fellowship that you would like it to be.

Finally, a few quick notes from this summer:

In July, our Youth traveled to King’s Dominion to celebrate the final day of KingsFest!  We had lots of fun romping in the park riding the many roller coasters and rides.  That evening, we enjoyed great music and witness from Tenth Avenue North, Matt Pitt and Casting Crowns.  We spent the night in the Ashland area and then worshiped with Duncan Memorial UMC on the campus of Randolph College at their JOLT (Jesus Our Loving Teacher) service.  Voices of Youth – the Virginia Youth Choir – was playing at this service and they actually closed with Casting Crowns’ song “Life Song” (the same song that Casting Crowns closed with at KingsFest!)

August 1st - 6th, along with Elkton UMC, we head out to Project Crossroads to be God’s hands and feet in witness.  This year, we will stay at the Project Crossroads Project House north of Marion.  This is always a week of lots of work and lots of fun and lots of love.  We’ll have a full report for the congregation on August 22nd!

Youth will hold their Fall Kickoff Picnic on Sunday, August 22nd, the beginning of a NEW year of Youth programs at McGaheysville UMC.  Sarah will have more information on the picnic as the date draws near!

Many Blessings!  

Randy / Margaret

Thank you sooooo much!   

Randy and Margaret, Along with many other church parents and on behalf of the whole congregation, we cannot thank you enough for ALL you have done and what a blessing you have been to so many youth who have passed through along the years!  May God bless you in all you do!  We are so very grateful that you have shared your time, talents, and love with our youth!  You have made such an impression on their lives; we know they will never forget you!  God Bless.  With much Love in Christ!!

Rock Church for Kids

We are excited to update you with some details as Rock Church and the Children's Ministry are changing up quite a bit.

Sunday, September 5th will be our "Moving Up" day for children to go to new classes!.  PreK through 3rd grade will remain in Rock Church with Janis Churchill and Carrie Willetts.  We are starting a new J.A.M (Jesus and Me) Session for the 4th and 5th grade class lead by Joy Stover, with Cindy Rubenstein, Joy & Chris Grefe and Justin Smith.  Sherri Miles and Amy Gondek will be serving the 6th-8th grade Tweens class along with the Fredericks and Randy Robinson.  Along with our High School students, additional assistants are available: Joanna Smith, Susan Morris, & Lisa Hopkins.  Thank you all for volunteering with our children!

We want to model and emphasize that church and your relationship with God isn't only for Sundays, so the children will also receive daily devotionals to read with their parents at home.  Our focus continues to be on learning God's word through Bible stories, knowing where the books of the Bible are, growing a relationship with God, and being comfortable praying out loud.  Please pray for our youngsters and their relationships with the Lord.
Blessings, Janis Churchill (271-1531)
Church Council 

The Church Council of the McGaheysville United Methodist Church met on July 5, 2010 with 10 members present.  Highlights of the meeting are as follows:

The treasurer gave a report of $6,896.88 in general fund and $5,324.87 in building fund.

Finance – Everything is going very well.  We are preparing for the smorgasbord and bazaar in October.

PPR – No report

Council on Ministries –You are asked to send Mike a copy of your report each month by email so he can coordinate them for distribution.

Trustees – The kitchen is finished except for a few minor details.

Youth -  Margaret Roy and Randy Robinson are stepping down as leaders in the fall.  They were thanked for many years of outstanding work with the youth.  Sarah Grefe will be the leader starting in the fall.  

Children’s Education met and decided to do some dividing of the classes and having teachers and helpers for one quarter at a time to have continuity in teaching.  Volunteers will be needed to help with this.

Judy Burkholder announced there will be a bridal shower for Kymberly Hammer on July 25th and one for Sarah Roy on August 15th.   Both will follow worship service.

We were asked to remember Pastor David as he takes a month of sabbatical leave to renew and refresh him.  

Reminders:  

Next Church Council meeting will be Monday, September 13th, 7pm (due to Labor Day weekend).

Newsletter input is due to the church office secretary the week after each Church Council meeting.  Next newsletter deadline will be Sept 15th for October and November news.

The 175th Anniversary of the church will be held on September 26th.  Bishop Kammerer will be our guest.  Judy Burkholder will be contacting persons to help in various capacities.  



ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT

The 228th Virginia conference opened on June 13, 2010 at Norfolk.  The theme for 2010 is Leading by Following Jesus – Disciples:  nurtured and transformed.

On Sunday evening, a memorial service for all clergy who had passed away during the last year was held.  A candle is lit as each name is read.  The service ended with communion, which is very impressive when over 3000 people are participating.

On Monday morning, the clergy and laity held separate meetings and various speakers and notes of interest were introduced to us.  At 10:30 everyone convened together to start the official business.  The morning was spent approving such things as the secretary, rules and regulations and some reports from committees. 

The first of our worship services followed lunch.  The Rev. Lance Ross gave the first of three very impressive sermons.  The theme of his sermons was “follow” doesn’t mean, “just come hang out”. It means to drop what you’re doing, cut loose from it.  We have to be willing to see signs and wonders, and have to be willing to see miracles and say that you see them.

The Denman reward was presented for the first time to a youth.  This reward honors persons who exhibit unusual and outstanding efforts for the work on evangelism.  We also heard reports from the conference lay leader, United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men and several other groups.

All during the day on Monday, people were packing soybeans, rice, vitamins, etc. together in bags to be sent to feed the hungry.  Each bag would feed 6 people when prepared.  By the end of the day, 102,000 bags had been packed. 

The evening service was the Ordering of Ministry, where all new elders, deacons, diaconal ministers and others are commissioned by the bishop to serve.

Tuesday morning, volunteers helped bag potatoes to be sent to local food banks for distribution.  42,000 lbs. were bagged.  We were also asked to bring canned goods and 6,891 lbs. was donated.

Tuesday started with the first of three Bible studies.  The theme was “Does Your Church Have a Prayer?”  This involves faithful remembering, faithful equipping, and faithful encouraging. 

The conference offering was taken.  This went to help Brazil, Mozambique and Virginia.  $180,500 was collected and as of July 10th , it was over $203,000.  Kits were also dedicated.  They had a total 46,477 consisting of 26,896 health, 10,705 school, 5,376 birthing, 1,200 sewing, 1,899 layette, 34 flood and 367 unknown.  They also collected $73,523 in cash to cover shipping, toothpaste and other expenses if needed.  The total value is $610,465.  Our local church sent a total of 47 kits, consisting of 27 health, 15 school and 5 sewing, plus $111.00 in cash.

The service for retirees was held Tuesday afternoon.  A total of 37 pastors retired, representing 944.5 years of service.  Our former district superintendent, Ed Pruitt, gave the address and was one of the retirees. 

The afternoon and evening sessions finished up most of the business.  The two drawing the most discussion were redistricting and site selection.  It was voted to reduce the districts from 18 to 16.  The bishop will make the decision on how to redistrict and this will be finalized at the 2011 conference.  After much discussion, it was decided to change the conference from Hampton to Roanoke for 2015 and 2016.  It was also decided to move it to Friday-Sunday and cut it short by one day making it three - except for election years (next year is one, so it will be four days). 

At the evening service, we heard a very inspiring talk by Rev. Jim Gulley, who was in Haiti at the time of earthquake on a mission trip with two other Methodist leaders.  They were trapped in rubble for many hours and the other two men did not survive.  He emphasized our ties with Haiti and thanked everyone for the giving.  (Note: to date $1,513.220.72 has been given to Haitian relief.  Virginia is the highest in giving of United Methodist Churches.)

On the last day, the youth always have buckets at the doors to collect for the Youth Service Fund, which they use to fund their mission projects.  They collected $4,152.00.

We had our final Bible study on “Does Your Church Have a Prayer?’  and Rev.  Ross gave us one final very inspiring sermon.

The district superintendents fixed their appointments for the year and the conference was adjourned for 2010.

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for allowing me to represent you and our church.  I always come back inspired and planning to carry out some of the things we learn.  I do have the book “Does Your Church Have a Prayer” if anyone is interested in reading it.  

Phyllis Foltz, conference delegate. 

Upcoming Worship Themes

August 1
2 Corinthians 4:10, “When the Day Comes… What Will Jesus Say?”

August 8
Acts 4: 23-31, Holy Communion 

August 15
Youth Sunday – Project Crossroads Report
August 22
1Peter 5:1-11, “Are You Ready For The Fight?”

Theme: There is a spiritual battle raging over every person’s life.  We know that the battle belongs to the Lord, but today we will learn more about our role in the battle against Satan.

August 29
1 Corinthians 1: 4-9 “God Understands”

Theme: We will be reminded that no matter what happens in our lives, no matter how tired and weary we may become, God understands us and is ready and willing to help us.

September 5
Acts 10: 34-43, Holy Communion
September 12
UM Women’s Sunday / Grandparent’s Sunday
September 19 
Christian Education / Sunday School Sunday

Matthew 13: 3-9; 18-23, “And the Seed Will Grow”

Theme: Just like when we plant seeds and they do not immediately grow, we must remain consistent in teaching our children about God so that their faith will grow in time.

September 26
Bishop Charlene Kammerer Church Anniversary Sunday

October 3
Acts 13:26-37, World Communion Sunday

October 10
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9, “How to Save Our Families” Children’s Sunday
Theme: We will learn that the problems our children face each day are not what we think they are.  Satan is the biggest threat that we have.  Today we will learn how to deal with Satan and his impact on our children.
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2010 SUNDAY MORNING TEAMS SCHEDULE


8:33
11:00

Team 1 
(Buck Harrison)
(Jim Worley)


Team 2 
(Cindy Rubenstein)
(Mary Fitzpatrick)


Team 3 
(Debby Hopkins)
(Jim Hess)


Team 4 
(Chris Grefe)
(Greg Bird)


Team 5 
(Mike Sullenger)
(Kim Cameron)


Team 6 
(David Ribet)
(Herb Warble)

Team 1 

Team 2 

Team 3 

Team 4 

Team 5 

Team 6 


July 4

July 11

July 18

July 25

August 1

August 8


August 15

August 22

August 29

September 5

September 12

September 19


September 26

October 3

October 10

October 17

October 24

October 31

2010 Church Team Meeting Schedule

(Church Ministry Teams Meet on Monday Evenings)





Odd Months



Even Months 

    (Jan, Mar, May, etc.)

     (Feb, Apr, June, etc)

1st Monday
Church Council
U.M. Women

2nd Monday
Children & Family Ministries
Missions Team & Stewardship Team

3rd Monday
Christian Education Team
Trustees & Older Adult Ministry Team

4th Monday
Council of Ministries
Council of Ministries

PPR Committee, Finance Team, UM Men, Youth Group, and any others not listed here will continue to meet at their regularly scheduled time.

Actual Meeting Dates (Teams meet at 7:00PM)

August 2
U.M. Women

August 9
Missions Team & Stewardship Team (Stewardship meets at 6:00PM)

August 16
Older Adult Ministry Team & Trustees (Trustees meet at 6:00PM)

August 23
Council of Ministries

September 6
Church Council

September 13
Children & Family Ministries

September 20
Christian Education Team

September 27
Council of Ministries

Our Church Family…

August Birthdays

6
Carolyn Jones

10
Charles Grefe

15
Jameson Lam

16
Gary Roy

21
Glenn Gorbea

23
Orlando Quintero

25
Janna Folks

26
Shannon Lam

August Anniversaries

1
Karl & Jenny Waizecker

5
Randy & Janis Churchill

5
Clark & Debby Hopkins

8
Jim & Ruth Hess

14
Krista & Charles Grefe

September Anniversaries

4
Don & Joyce MacDanel

8
Walter & Lisa Hopkins

8
Mark & Jerrilyn MacDanel

9
Kenny & Sandra Hammer

13
Joe & Amy Gondek

15
Mike & Becky Holmes

16
Glenn & Sue Gorbea

18
Kam & Rich Shull

23
Ron & Phyllis Edwards

28
David Lagerveld & Barbara Gross


September Birthdays

3
Sara Worley

3
Emily Ortiz

4
Sarah Cameron

4
Phyllis Foltz 

5
Greg Bird

7
Gladys Holloway

8
Wanda Herring

9
Keith Miller

10
Rudy Smith

11
Becky Holmes

16
Wayne Cardin

17
Nancy Goulart

18
Isabella Burgess

18
Emily Holmes

21
Becky Schaeffer

21
Kevin Meadows

26
Blake Evans-Veney

28
Phyllis Bennington

29
Brittany Gorbea

Welcome to the Family!

Please join us in welcoming the following new members to our church family!

· Stella Evans-Veney

· Amy & Joe Gondek

· Sherri Miles

· Kevin & Millie Sager

· Andrea Sager (Kevin and Millie's daughter)

· Tom & Janet Baggott

· Peggy Zak

McGaheysville United Methodist Church

10106 McGaheysville Road, Post Office Box 128

McGaheysville, VA  22840
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McGaheysville United Methodist Church

Celebrating our 175th anniversary

serving the local community since 1835

Our Mission
(Our core reason for existence)
Rejoicing in God, realizing our faith, reaching our neighbors…all for the glory of God!

Our Vision
McGaheysville United Methodist Church will be a diverse, growing church leading others into a relationship with Christ and meeting the needs of our church family and of the community.  We will do this through:
· Multiple worship opportunities that expand beyond the four-walls of the church
· Building and outreach programs that include special ministries and home-based small groups
· Facilities and resources that provide adequate space for worship
· Missions that reach out locally, regionally, nationally and to the world
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